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Year 7 and 8 Recommended Reading

Actionand Adventure

Hacker

Noughtsand Grosses

MhalorieBackman

@ <VIAT IF YOU HAD T0 BECOME A CRIMINAL

T0 CLEAR YONR DAD'S NAME?>
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VALORIE BLACKTIAN [
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One of Backman's most popular books.
Twoconrputer whizzkidstry toprove their
fatherisinnocent of bank theft. Agripping
read

Inanalternative world theissues of racism
aretackledina society whichhas only two
types of people: “noughts” and “crosses’.
Thisnovel isabout friendshipthat goes
beyond these barriers The sequel set a
generation later isalsoan absolute knock
out

Basilisk

NMBrowne

Awonderful blend of myths, history and
archaeologyinthisgreat novel setinthe
cavesdf adarkworld

Innocent

Anne Cassidy

Great junior novel framCassidy, asCharlie
triestoprove the innocence of her older
brather Brad

Silverfin

CharlieHgson

Outsiders

SEHnton

Thefirst ina popular newseries about
James (Young Bond Series) Bondwhenhe
wastill at schodl.

Stunning study of hate, violence, loyalty
and friendship set inthe violent gang-lands
of NewYork One of the very best teenage
novelseverwitten

WndonFreTrilogy

WilliamNcholson

Breath-taking trilogy about a society
governed by exams. But what happens
whenyourebel? Read tofind out. Atruly
excellent trilogy.

Hatchet

Thrilling adventure about the survival of a
12 year ddboy after aplanecrash

Survival

RashHood

The ultratough and realistic novels of Chris
Ryanareamust for youngsters seeking
excitenrent and thrills This“Alpha Force”
novel isthe start of a gripping newseries.

Londonisin chaosand anarchy after the
collapse of the Thames Barrier! Agreat

pagetumer.

Very popular novel about amiscarriage of
justicethat sends Sanley intoajuvenile
prisonand anassignment todig “hales’.
Conpulsive reading

TheQush

AlexShearer

Great novel about chocalate being made

illegal and the underground resistance
noverrent that foms Hghly original.

Andbsessionwitha Boy Band drivesAlly to
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doalnost anythingtomeet theloveof her
life

SomThief ChrisWbading Fast paced excitingandinafantasy
world sowell-crafted thishastobe thefirst
bookinafabulous seried

Relationshipsand Conflicts

Mates, Dates Cathy Hopkins (series) Long running series of Lucy and her friends
and their funny experiences of groning up.
Theseare very popular books.

Carwash Lesley Hwarth Enjoyable story, set in Comwall, told overa
long hot and sticky teenage sunmrer.

Jouney tothe River Sea Bvalbbatson An arphaned schodl girl's jouney to South

Americawith hertough-as-old-boats

> a4 nanny. Already very popular and destined
M tobecomeanodemndassic.

Howl Live Now Meg Rosoff ' i Odd and dreamy novel set inthe backdrop of

aundisclosed war withan
Americanteenage girl gettingtoknowher
familyin Ehgland Nowregardedasa
nodemdlassic

Stargirl S?;'r Jarry Spinelli Brilliant and brave novel about ateenager

daringtobe different inan Americanhigh
school. Hghly recommended

JERRY SPINELLI
N Funk T B el

5
Double Act JacquelineWlson Twingirlshave trouble withtheir new
stepum Ancther great book by
JacquelineWlson

Face Benjamin Zephaniah Realistic story of howa boyis disfiguredin
- acaraccident andhastostart livinga
~ - | newlifewith his disfigurement.

ace
benjamin
zephaniah

Qassics
| KnowWhy the Caged Brd Sngs Maya Angelou (assic autobiography of a young black
gifl struggling against the brutal Arerican
racediscriminationinthe1930s




CARDINAL
NEWMAN

KS3 Recommended Reading List

Johnathan Livingstone Seaguil
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Jonathan

Livingston
Seagull

Edition

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

NEWMAN
Wnlifting story of ayoung seagull'shidto” |
liveitslifeasfree aspossible. Abeautifully
crafted short read

Thisisagreat introductiontodetective
stories Many of the best Hlmes stariesare
inthiscollection

Charlotte Sometines

Dream+like novel where Charlatte, whilst
sleeping somehowslipsbackintimeto
1919 and becames Qare.

King Solomon'sMines

King Solomon's
Mines
& Allen Quatermain

H.RIDER HAGGARD

Anexcitingyarmn about an explorerwho
wastheinspirationforthe Indiana Jones
films

Animal Farm

George Orvell

Stunning palitical parody, setinafarm
yard withthe animals playing the parts of
pecple

| Capturethe Castle

Dodie Sith

Great novel of first love withan eccentric
family of sisterslivinginadilapidated
castle

Treasureldand

i3

Sea adventureand the searchfor lost
treasure. The wonderful charactersmeke
thisyamasfunasever.

Adventures of TomSayer/Huckieberry Finn

MarkTwain

Adventure, freedomand excitement arein
abundanceinthesetwonovelsset inthe
Americandeep south during the great
depression Hghly reconmmended

Walkabout

J.Vance Marshall

TheTime Machine

Inthe Australian desert, two children,
survivarsof anair crash, make their jouney
acrossthe harshlandscape, aided by an
Aboriginal boy on“walkabout

HoWells

War of theWorlds

Anovel about time travel and the possible
consequences

The Martiansinvade Earth A
ground-breaking sciencefiction novel.

LookingGassWars

Challenging novel which developsthe
charactersfrom”AliceinVbnderland”
creatingawhale newfantasy adventure.
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Eoin Colfer

Funny novel inwhich Lowrie hasto
complete ididtictaskstogetinto
heaven By the writer of the Artermis Fowl
series

Seaof Trdlls

Nancy Farmer

S E
T

Narnia (series)

CSlewis

Asweeping Viking novel with 2 young
children being held captive by the evil
half-troll king Ivar the Boneless.

| Perhapsthe ultimate battle between

Good and Bvil? Qassictale of children
tryingtoawakenananimal worldfrom
eternal winter.. 7 booksin series

Shadowaf the Mnataur

AlanGbbons

Conputer gane virtual reality becomes
realityinthis compulsiveread Hghly
reconrended

Fragon &Hdest

HsDark Materials

Mortal Engines

ChrisPadlini

" PHILIP PULLMAN -«
~ .
¥

o

His Dark

Materials

Wonderful quest first-novel by alé6 yearold
authorwhose mein character beginshis
destinyistobea Dragon Rider

Philip Pullman

One of the most brilliant children'strilogies
of the last 20 years. Has more surprises,
scaresand twiststhat youcan cope withl

Superb fantasy novel where moving cities
trawl the globe. Tomand Hester are
thrown framtheir beloved “London” and
trytoget back onboard Ahighly original
read

Anmulet of Samarkend

Johnathan Stroud

Anunforgettable mix of history, fantasy
andintriguein one, the shortest 480 pages
youll ever read Sart of anewtrilogy.

TheBshBashBsh

MEAllen

Bndi Babes Bollywood Babes

Narinder Chai

Agroup of teenage boys discoveralotion
whichmakesthemirresistibletogirls.
Hlarious chaosfollowd

MY Hlariousnovel about 3 Anglo-Asiansisters
4 whohave great funbossing their dad

around until theirtough, traditional aunty

) fromindia comestostay. Great sequel

alsoout now

Oial AGhost

Funny story of hiring ghoststo scare people
youdont like!

Johnny Maxvell

(Trilogy): Abrilliant trilogy. Johnny has
special powerswhich helphimseethe
worldinadlightly different way fromother
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Thereé'saBoyinthe Grl's Bathroom Louis Sacher Ancther highly entertaining (and funny)
tale fromthe writer of Holes Hasmuchto
identify with
The Magic of Pants KPoskitt Offbeat and quirky light read about the
colourful history of underwear
WhenMumThrewOut the Telly! EFSmith Telly-addict Jeff slifeistumned upside down
when hismumthrows out the TV. Bt his
newlifeisonly just beginning
Georgina Parks Lovise Rennison (series): Theteenage Bridget Joned Often
hilarious diaries of a confused teenager.
Thispopular seriesis nowintoits 5th book
TinGin Catherine Robinson Mattie'smumremarriesand shehasto
deal withthe nightmare of gettingalong
with her new; conmuter geek and step-
brather.
Louis Sachar Funny novel abaut a bay whothings he will
be more popular if he entersthe school

|
L
"Gs talent show

DDNT x 8

Dogsdont tell Jokes

Secret Dary of AdrianMole (Qassic series o diariesfeaturing 13 year
old Adrian and his obsession with the lovely

Pandora.

Mystery and Thrillers
DreamTravellers Sherry Ashworth Childrenare stalkedintheir dreanshbya
nysterious stranger whoarrivesintheir
deepytoan

Angel Factory Terrance Backer Dark and delicioustale of what happens
whena curious boy hacksintohisfather's
computer. Areally powerful read

Half Moon Investigations Eoin Colfer After conrpleting a dodgy online course 10
year dd Retchreckonshe'safully-fledged
detectivel Chaosfallowsinthisgreat
thriller

Inegine the scenaria: Britainisabout to
jointhe Buro, youfind 250Kand have 10

|| daystospendit beforeit becomes

2 obsdlete

Milions F. Cottrell-Boyce

Horace ChrisDLacey Funny thrillerinwhichateenagefindsa
valuable teddy-bearina skip. Suddenly,
whenrich life becomes muchnore
conplicated

Dark Henge Catherine Fisher Mystery. Myth and Magid Thisintriguing
novel cambines sibling rivalry and Celtic
nythalogy. Hghly entertaining
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RomanMysteries

TA1q1 ) Crarelawewe

CAROLIN—FI’;E\VRENCE
ROMAN
MYSTERIES

OMNIBUS

Multi book series about four amateur child |
detectivesin Ancient Rome. Ehgagingand
historically accurate

Grlinthe Attic

Accessible, spine-chilling ghost/mystery
novel setin Comwell after afamily move
fromthebig city.

AeshMarket

Startling thriller set inthe dark streets of
19th Century Edinburgh where the body
snatchersBurke and Hare Salk the
homelessstreet urchin

Butterfly Tattoo

Phillip Pullrman

Ruby inthe Soke

TheStden

AlexShearer

The agony of first loveinspiresthisbook,
but tragedy and vidlence are soonto
follow, Forthe mature reader

Exceptional mystery yam, about agirl
tryingtofind out why her father was
nurdered Hastwosequelswiththe same
characters, which are alsoexcellent

Anail-biting and supematural taleof old
people taking over the bodies of young

peaple. Agripping mystery

Tremendousthriller about the searchfara
boy who disappeared 2 years previously
whilst cycling. Asthe book develops great
cluesarethroanin But beware the many
red-herringd

Tersias

GPTaylor

Bewitching and exciting yamn of the hunt
for aboy whohasthe powertoseeinto
thefuturein1%th Century England

Science Fiction/Uhexplained

FigHeart Boy

DangerousDare

b S TETRITRIEA MalorieBackman

HI6S EART THAT MORIS .
!!.
9
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Tripods

Your heart transplant iswitha pig! Find out
what differenceit makesinthisgripping
read

Yet anather stunning novel fromBlackman
Suspense thrillsand scaresaboundinthis
entertainingread

(series): Qassic seriesinwhich giant robats
takeoverthe Earth

HexTrilogy

Totally believable SFset inthefar future
about mutant genesthat can be passed

through conputersintopeople.

The Aldous Lexicon

Mchael Lawrence

Imaginative SFyam with conmplex alternative
realitieswhich cross over intoour ownworld
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Seepwalking NcolaMorgan Hypnatic and challenging novel about a
people dorrinated by by a huge psychic
presence which controlstheir minds.

4 ,1'..

Roodland Marcus Sedgewick Gripping story of global warmingand the
pocketsof survivarswholiveinthe “Hgh
Lands” near Norwich

Time Snatch Robert Swindells Superbtimetravel novel by Swindells Very
exciting

Spart

Playing onthe Etige Neil Arksey Great futuristic thriller where football has
achieved global dorination. Awonderful
ided!

MacB The captainof the foothall teamhasan
accident. Orisit? Entertainingly dark
sporting mystery witha hint of Macheth!

Scullcrack BenB Hgh energy novel about skateboarding

Ovided Gty TheresaBredlin Tough Scattishnovel whichtaddesthe

DIM'DED religiousdivide in Glasgowthrougha look at
CITY ? football.

And SithMust Scorel! Peter Hayden Ahunoroustale of foothall obsession, dating
dilenmas, family separationand petty crime.

Shoating Sar MartinWaddell Interesting novel written by the manwho
talent spatted a future soccer star.

The Boyinthe Striped Pyjamas JohnBoyne One of the saddest books youill ever read Set
around thetinme of the Hilocaust. Saying
anything else will giveit anay. Readit!

TheDOary of Anne Frank AnneFrank Stunning story of bravery during the Second
WbrldWar. Essential reading

War Horse Mchael Murpugo Thought provoking novel of the life of ahorse
and histhoughts during his numerous battles
under different masters.

Boy Sdlider McNab draws on his own vast SASexperience
towritethisexciting part-biographical,

P ROBERT AICEY account of hisyounger daysinthe SAS
B0Y SOLDIER
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Tamar Matt Peet Wnner of the 2006 Camegie Medal. Conplex g
mix of timetravel, WorldWar 2and love
acrosstime

Against the Day, Throughthe Nght Mchael Gronin Lhcannily believable accounts of what night
have happened if Germmany had successfully
invaded the UKduringWorld War 2 Hghly
recommrended




