
GCSE English Literature 
How to Revise: Macbeth, Poetry Anthology, 
AIC, ACC & Unseen Poetry



LEARNING OUTCOME:

CW

To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

LESSON DESTINATIONS

4

3

2

1 Review GCSE English Literature revision expectations

Identify recall methods of plot/context/evidence/poems

‘We are all made 
for greatness’

Recap methods of revision for each unit

Explore how to apply these techniques to exam-style 
questions

Thursday, 30 January 
2025



LESSON DESTINATIONS

LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Component 1 (Shakespeare and Poetry Anthology); 40% of final grade

Section A: Shakespeare’s Macbeth (20%)

• 1 hour

• 20 minutes of close analysis of an extract

• 40 minutes on an open essay question

• Closed book exam

• Assessing: AO1, AO2, and AO4 (SPaG)

Section B: Poetry Anthology (20%)

• 1 hour

• 20 minutes of close reading of 1 given poem from the anthology

• 40 minutes comparing the provided poem with one of your choice

• Closed book exam; just a list of the poems studied

• Assessing: AO1, AO2, and AO3 (context)

Tues 13th May 
2025 (AM)



LESSON DESTINATIONS

LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Component 2 (Post 1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Novel and Unseen Poetry) – 2 hours 30 minutes external exam; 60% of 

final grade

Section A: Post 1914 Prose/Drama (An Inspector Calls) – 20%

• 45 minutes

• Essay response using the extract provided

• Closed book exam

• Assessing: AO1, AO2, and AO4 (SPaG)

Section B: 19th Century Novel (A Christmas Carol) – 20%

• 45 minutes

• Essay response using the extract provided

• Closed book exam

• Assessing: AO1, AO2, and AO3 (context)

Section C: Unseen Poetry – 20%

• 1 hour

• 20 minutes of close analysis of one unseen poem

• 40 minutes of comparison between previous poem and another unseen poem

• Assessing: AO1, AO2, and AO3 (comparison)

Tues 20th May 
2025 (AM)



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Macbeth

Area Red Amber Green

Plot Summary

Context Details

Key Evidence (x50)

How to Structure a 
Response (inc success 

criteria for relevant banding)

Key words

Points & Quotes for: 

Macbeth

Lady Macbeth

The Witches

Macduff

Banquo

Duncan

Ambition

Supernatural

Gender

Step One: Identify gaps in knowledge

At this very moment, could you:
• Write out the plots of the texts
• Bullet point all contextual factors
• List a minimum of x50 evidence from across 

the text
• Explain how you write the response
• Offer an overview for the success criteria to 

meet a particular banding 
• Write an essay plan for each of the key 

themes that includes a point for each 
paragraph alongside x3 pieces of supporting 
evidence

RAG Rate Honestly! This will be a good starting 
point for you. 



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

How to use the CNCS Macbeth Revision Guide?

Area Resource Activity

Plot Summary Plot Overview: 
Pages 7

1. Read the plot summary of each scene/stave
2. Summarise each section into just x5 bullet points
3. Draw a key symbol next to each bullet point 
4. Review/repeat using the notes until you can complete without guidance

Context Details Context 
Overview: Pages 
6

1. Read the context sections, highlighting key words as you review
2. Summarise each section into just 5 short points
3. Highlight the key words in each point
4. Construct one context mind-map that relies on key words and dates
5. Add key symbols next to each section. 
6. Read, repeat, until you can construct mind map without guidance

Key Evidence (x50) Reduced 
Evidence: Page 
24-26
Extended 
Evidence: Pages 
27-30

1. Review key evidence on page 24-26
2. On a piece of A3 paper, construct an annotated evidence mindmap by scene 

and/or character and theme  
And
1. Create flashcards in chronological order and/or by character & theme
Highlighting key words, labelling devices and meaning, using colours for different 

characters and themes, including symbols, applying to essay plans. 

Essay Plans and 
model essays: 
(Characters/Themes)

Pages 48-56 Read though the model essays and use to them to help you create your own 
essay plans. Use the quotations and analysis from the response to develop your 
own responses. 

How to Structure a 
Response (inc success 

criteria for relevant banding)

Assessment 
Criteria 67-68

Use your plan and refer to the assessment criteria to practise your responses 
under timed conditions

Reds/Ambers: So, what do I do? 
Here’s a quick snapshot as to 
where you can find the answers, 
and initial exercises to review the 
knowledge. You will need the 
‘Macbeth Revision Guide’ to do 
this.



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Areas of 
revision

Supporting/available
resources

Directed revision tasks

Macbeth ❑Macbeth Play
❑Macbeth Student 

Booklet
❑Macbeth Revision 

Guide
❑Macbeth 

Essay Planning 
Booklet

❑Macbeth Quotation 
List

❑Macbeth Flashcards 
(Red)

❑Macbeth Film

✓ Re-read the play
✓ Read the tips, character/theme pages, 

model responses in the revision guide
✓ Create mind-maps for characters/ 

themes
✓ Write extract analysis and essay 

responses using questions from the 
revision guide

✓ Read the quotation list in the morning 
and evening

✓ Use the flashcards to check your 
knowledge of quotes, plot, character 
and themes.

✓ Watch a version of the film



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Resources we have given you:
If you want to 
purchase the 
published 
revision 
guides, we 
recommend 
CGP:

Copy of Macbeth 
to Borrow

Knowledge Organiser
Essay Planning 

Booklet

Macbeth 
Summary/ Quote 

Booklet

Macbeth 
Revision Guide

Macbeth Quote 
Lists

Macbeth A3 
Essay Plans

And more!



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Poetry 

Poems Red Amber Green

The Manhunt (Simon 

Armitage)
Sonnet 43 (Browning)

London (William Blake)

The Soldier (Rupert Brooke)

She Walks in Beauty (Lord 

Byron)
Living Space (Imtiaz Dharker)

As Imperceptibly as Grief 

(Emily Dickinson)
Cozy Apologia (Rita Dove)

Valentine (Carol Ann Duffy)

A Wife in London (Thomas 

Hardy)
Death of a Naturalist (Seamus 

Heaney)
Hawk Roosting (Ted Hughes)

To Autumn (John Keats)

Afternoons (Phillip Larkin)

Dulce et Decorum Est 

(Wilfred Owen)
Ozymandias (Percy Shelley)

Mametz Wood (Owen Sheers)

The Prelude (William 

Wordsworth)

Step One: 
Identify gaps in knowledge
At this very moment, could you:
• Write out the overview of the poems
• Bullet point all contextual factors
• List a minimum of x6 evidence per poem
• Explain how you write the response
• Offer an overview for the success criteria to meet a particular 

banding 
• Write an essay plan for each of the key themes comparing a range 

of poems using at least four quotes from each poem

RAG Rate Honestly! This will be a good starting point for you. 

Poetry 

Skills Red Amber Green

Analyse context

Section A – analyse a 
poem provided by the 
exam board

Compare a poem of 
your choice to the 
poem provided by the 
exam board



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

How to use the CNCS Poetry Anthology Revision Guide?

Area Resource Activity

Poetry Summary Poem Overview: 
Pages 2-36

1. Read the poem
2. Read the summary
3. Write a summary in your own words
4. If it helps, use dual coding to memorise the poem – sketch a simple image 

to help remind you what the poem is about

Context Details Context 
Overview: Pages 
2-36

1. Read the context sections for each poem
2. Add these details to your own copy of the anthology
3. Complete some independent research if you wish to find out more about 

the context (You can use Seneca or Educate to test yourself)

Key Evidence (6-8 

quotes per poem)

Key quotes for 
each poem are 
identified and 
analysed over 
pages 2-36

1. Review key evidence on page 2-36
2. If you have not already, add the annotations to your own copy of the 

anthology
And
1. Create flashcards with key quotes and contextual information to help you 

revise

Essay Plans and 
model essays: 
(Comparison)

Pages 0 -2 – at 
the end of the 
booklet

Use the table to help you to identify which poems you can compare. Start 
comparison grids link key themes and ideas between the texts

How to Structure a 
Response (inc success 

criteria for relevant banding)

Part A Writing 
Frame and Part 
B writing Frame 
can be found at 
the end of 
revision guide

Use the writing frames to practise.
Some of the key themes you may be expected to compare could be:
Pain, death, nature, change, love, location, time, childhood and loneliness.

These are not the only themes, so think  of some of your own too

Reds/Ambers: So, what do I do? 
Here’s a quick snapshot as to 
where you can find the answers, 
and initial exercises to review the 
knowledge. You will need ‘ The 
Poetry Anthology revision guide’ 
to do this.



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Areas of 
revision

Supporting/available
resources

Directed revision tasks

Poetry 
Anthology 
(18 poems)

❑ Poetry anthology with 
your annotations

❑ Poetry Revision Guide
❑ Poetry A3 Essay Planning 

Grids
❑ Poetry Flashcards (Yellow)
❑ Poetry PPTs on OneDrive
❑ CNCS Poetry Youtube 

Channel - CNCS GCSE 
English Literature Intro 
(youtube.com)

✓ Read your annotations of each poem
✓ Complete any blank annotations or rewrite 

your annotations
✓ Use the revision guide to read tips of how to 

respond to questions, read model responses 
and explore possible questions/themes that 
may come up

✓ Create poetry thematic mind-maps including 
the poems you would compare

✓ Write practice poetry analysis and 
comparison essays in timed conditions

✓ Complete the A3 Section A essay planning 
grid with info on meaning, structure, context 
and quotes

✓ Use the flashcards to revise info for each 
poem e.g. quotations & analysis

✓ Watch the Youtube videos to revise analysis 
of each poem

https://www.youtube.com/@EnglishNewman
https://www.youtube.com/@EnglishNewman
https://www.youtube.com/@EnglishNewman


LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Resources we have given you:
If you want to 
purchase the 
published 
revision 
guides, we 
recommend 
CGP:

Your annotated 
poetry anthology

Poetry Revision 
Guide

And more 
including 

model 
essays!

Condensed Poetry 
Revision Guide

Poetry Videos on CNCS 
Youtube

Miss Aston’s Poetry Annotations 
on OneDrive for every poem

Poetry Quote 
Lists

A3 Poetry Essay Planning Grids



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

An Inspector Calls

Area Red Amber Green

Plot Summary

Context Details

Key Evidence (x50)

How to Structure a Response 
(inc success criteria for relevant 
banding)

Key words

Points & Quotes for: 

Birling

Mrs Birling

Sheila

Eric

Gerald

The Inspector

Eva Smith

Responsibility

Power

Change

Generations

Step One: Identify gaps in knowledge
At this very moment, could you:

• Write out the plots of the texts
• Bullet point all contextual factors
• List a minimum of x50 evidence from across the text
• Explain how you write the response
• Offer an overview for the success criteria to meet a 

particular banding 
• Write an essay plan for each of the key themes that 

includes a point for each paragraph alongside x3 pieces 
of supporting evidence

RAG Rate Honestly! This will be a good starting point for 
you. 



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

How to revise using the CNCS An Inspector Calls Revision Guide?

Area Resource Activity

Plot Summary Plot Overview: 
Pages 5-7

1. Read the plot summary of each scene/stave
2. Summarise each section into just x5 bullet points
3. Draw a key symbol next to each bullet point 
4. Review/repeat using the notes until you can complete without 

guidance

Key Evidence for 
Characters

Characters - 
Page 7-15

Themes – Page 
15-18

1. Review key evidence on page 7-15 for each character
2. Fill in the right side column with analysis of each quote using 

terminology
3. Read the theme related evidence on pages 15-18
4. On a piece of A3 paper, construct an annotated evidence mind map by 

scene and/or character and theme  
And
1. Create flashcards in chronological order and/or by character & theme

Highlighting key words, labelling devices and meaning, using colours for 
different characters and themes, including symbols, applying to essay 

plans. 

Planning and Writing 
Answers

Page 21-31 Using page 21 to identify questions for AIC that you need to write an essay 
plan for. Use the example questions on pages 22-31 with extracts to plan 
and write exam responses.
Use the additional model essays from page 32-40 to support you with 
HTSAR.

How to Structure a 
Response 

Page 20 
(HTSAR)
Page 40-41 
(Success 
Criteria)

With your essay plans now constructed, you can review page 20 and begin 
to write your responses using the HTSAR guidance and success criteria on 
page 40-41. 

Reds/Ambers: So, what do I do? 
Here’s a quick snapshot as to 
where you can find the answers, 
and initial exercises to review the 
knowledge. You will need the 
‘Component 2 Revision Booklet’ 
to do this.



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Step One:
Character/theme in the 
middle (different colours for 
each moving forward)

Step Three
Using your revision materials/guidance in your booklet, 
begin by summarising your points for each paragraph 
about a character/theme. Be short, concise

Step Two:
Intro overview top left (no more than 4 bullet 
points)
Summarising who/what the character/theme 
represents for the writer



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Step Four
Draw a symbol 
(don’t worry about 
those art skills…) 
that represents 
each point



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise AIC/ACC in English Literature

Step Five
Add your x2-3 
pieces of evidence 
that will back up 
your point 



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise AIC/ACC in English Literature

Step Six
To support with 
evidence retention, 
add additional 
symbols for key 
quotes 



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Next Steps
If you can complete on A3, 
you can then highlight key 
terminology and analyse 
briefly your quotes. You have 
the analysis of all quotes in 
your booklet to support. 
Engaging with the evidence 
will support with retention



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Using your mind maps and the ‘how to structure a response 
guidance’, write the key characters/themes into full essays. 

Whilst it is important to first remember the content, by applying 
to examination style questions you will deeper your 
understanding, practice exam-style writing and ultimately 
support long-term retention of key information.



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Areas of 
revision

Supporting/ 
Available resources

Directed Revision tasks

An 
Inspector 
Calls

❑ An Inspector Calls 
Play

❑ An Inspector Calls 
Revision Guide

❑ AIC Essay Planning 
Booklet

❑ AIC A3 Planning 
Grids

❑ AIC Quotation List
❑ AIC Flashcards 

(Blue)
❑ AIC Film

✓ Re-read the play
✓ Read the tips, character/theme 

pages, model responses in the 
revision guide

✓ Create revision mind-maps for 
characters and themes

✓ Plan and write essay responses using 
questions from the revision guide 
(45 mins)

✓ Read the quotation list in the 
morning and evening

✓ Use the flashcards to check 
your knowledge of quotes, plot, 
character and themes.

✓ Watch a version of the film



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Resources we have given you:
If you want to 
purchase the 
published 
revision 
guides, we 
recommend 
CGP:

Copy of AIC to 
Borrow

Knowledge Organiser
Essay Planning 

Booklet

AIC Revision 
Guide

AIC Quote Lists

AIC A3 Essay 
Plans

AIC Extract 
Booklet

5-part essay 
plans And more!



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

A Christmas Carol

Area Red Amber Green

Plot Summary

Context Details

Key Evidence (x50)

How to Structure a 
Response (inc success 

criteria for relevant banding)

Key words

Points & Quotes for: 

Scrooge

Cratchits

Ghosts

Transformation

Poverty

Family

Redemption

Christmas

Step One: 
Identify gaps in knowledge
At this very moment, could you:

• Write out the plots of the texts
• Bullet point all contextual factors
• List a minimum of x50 evidence from across the text
• Explain how you write the response
• Offer an overview for the success criteria to meet a particular 

banding 
• Write an essay plan for each of the key themes that includes a 

point for each paragraph alongside x3 pieces of supporting 
evidence

RAG Rate Honestly! This will be a good starting point for you. 



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

How to revise using the CNCS A Christmas Carol Revision Guide?

Area Resource Activity

Plot Summary Pages 6 1. Read the plot summary of each scene/stave
2. Summarise each section into just x5 bullet points
3. Draw a key symbol next to each bullet point 
4. Review/repeat using the notes until you can complete without guidance

Context Details Pages 4-5 1. Read the context sections, highlighting key words as you review
2. Summarise each section into just 5 short points
3. Highlight the key words in each point
4. Construct one context mind-map that relies on key words and dates
5. Add key symbols next to each section. 
6. Read, repeat, until you can construct mind map without guidance

Key Evidence (x50) Reduced Evidence: Page 
-7-10
Extended  
Character/Theme 
Evidence: Pages 10-15

1. Review key evidence on page 7-9
2. On a piece of A3 paper, construct an annotated evidence mindmap by scene and/or character and 

theme  
3. Use the extended character/theme evidence on page 10-15 to create character profiles/ essay 

plans for each character
And
1. Create flashcards in chronological order and/or by character & theme

Highlighting key words, labelling devices and meaning, using colours for different characters and 
themes, including symbols, applying to essay plans. 

Essay Plans: 
(Characters/Themes
)

Pages 15-27 – Exam 
Questions
Page 27-55 – Model 
Essays 

Using page 15-16 to identify questions for AIC that you need to write an essay plan for. Use the 
example questions on pages 16-27 with extracts to plan and write exam responses.
Use the model responses on page 27-55 to support you.

How to Structure a 
Response 

Page 56 (HTSAR)
Page 2 – Mark Scheme

With your essay plans now constructed, you can review page 56 and begin to write your responses 
using the HTSAR guidance and success criteria on page 2. 

Reds/Ambers: So, what do I do? 
Here’s a quick snapshot as to 
where you can find the answers, 
and initial exercises to review the 
knowledge. You will need the 
‘Component 2 Revision Booklet’ 
to do this.



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Areas of 
revision

Supporting/ 
Available resources

Directed Revision tasks

A 
Christmas 
Carol

❑ A Christmas Carol 
Book

❑ ACC Revision Guide
❑ ACC Essay Planning 

Booklet
❑ ACC A3 Planning 

Grids
❑ ACC Quotation List
❑ ACC Flashcards 

(Green)
❑ ACC Film

✓ Re-read the novella
✓ Read the tips, character/theme 

pages, model responses in the 
revision guide

✓ Create mind-maps on characters & 
themes

✓ Write essay responses using 
questions from the revision guide 
(45 mins)

✓ Read the quotation list in the 
morning and evening

✓ Use the flashcards to check 
your knowledge of quotes, plot, 
character and themes.

✓ Watch a version of the film



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Resources we have given you:
If you want to 
purchase the 
published 
revision 
guides, we 
recommend 
CGP:

Copy of ACC to 
Borrow

Knowledge Organiser
Essay Planning 

Booklet

ACC Revision 
Guide

ACC Quote Lists

ACC Extract 
Booklet

5-part essay 
plans

And more 
including 

model 
responses!



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Step One: 
Identify gaps in knowledge
At this very moment, could you:

• Name different forms of poetry
• Understand the structure of a poetry essay
• Understand a poem you haven’t seen before
• Identify key quotes related to a theme
• Identify subject terminology in a quotation
• Make comparisons between two unknown poems 

based on a theme
• Write an essay plan for unseen poems that includes a 

point for each paragraph alongside x2 pieces of 
supporting evidence

RAG Rate Honestly! This will be a good starting point for 
you. 



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

How to revise using the CNCS Unseen Poetry Revision Guide?

Area Resource Activity

Terminology Page 3 & 52 1. Complete the poetry terminology grid on page 3
2. Review the terminology on page 52
3. Create flash cards to test yourself on terminology for poetry

How to Structure a 
Response

Page7-9 (HTSAR)

Success Criteria 
& Mark Scheme: 
page 4-6

Review page 7-9 to understand how to write an unseen poetry Section A & B 
response. Use the success criteria and mark scheme on page 4-6 when writing 
your practice essays. 

Unseen Poetry 
Planning & Writing

Page 10-39 1. On page 10-39 they are example unseen poetry section A & B questions.
2. Annotate the poems for Section A and practice writing a 15 mark response in 

20 minutes
3. Complete the Section B comparative grid and practice writing a 25 mark 

response in 40 minutes

Model Essays: Pages 42-51 Review the model essays for previous unseen poetry question on page 39-40 and 
consider the mark they have been given to support your understanding of how 
best to write an unseen poetry response.

Reds/Ambers: So, what do I do? 
Here’s a quick snapshot as to 
where you can find the answers, 
and initial exercises to review the 
knowledge. You will need the 
‘Component 2 Revision Booklet’ 
to do this.



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Areas of 
revision

Supporting/ 
Available resources

Directed Revision tasks

Unseen 
Poetry

❑ Unseen Poetry 
Student Booklet

❑ Unseen Poetry 
Revision Guide

❑ Unseen Poetry Past 
Questions

❑ Unseen Poetry 
'How to Structure a 
Response' and 
model responses

✓ Use the poetry revision guide to 
check tips on how to respond to 
unseen poetry, explore potential 
questions and read model 
responses

✓ Write practice unseen poetry 
analysis (20 mins) and unseen 
poetry comparison (40 mins)

✓ Create poetry terminology 
flashcards



LEARNING OUTCOME: To understand how to revise for GCSE English Literature

Resources we have given you:
If you want to 
purchase the 
published 
revision 
guides, we 
recommend 
CGP:

Unseen Poetry 
Booklet Unseen Poetry 

Revision Guide

And more including 
poetry terminology lists 
and model responses!

Unseen Poetry 
Comparison Grid



Top Tips:
You must KNOW the 30+ quotations for Macbeth, Poetry, AIC & ACC!
Practice writing responses in timed conditions
Watch the film again to remind yourself of key quotes
ALL RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE ON ONEDRIVE - Year 11 - Literature

(LINK ALSO ON CLASSCHARTS) OR IN THE ENGLISH OFFICE (LF13)

You will receive 
these at 

takeaway 
evening in 

March

This contains 
key quotes for 

all units

https://hccmac-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/katie_aston_hccmac_co_uk/Documents/Documents/2024-2025/A%20Level%20%26%20GCSE%20Folders/Year%2011%20-%20Literature?csf=1&web=1&e=Q9i6Bf


Comp 1

Mock Exam: Mon 10th 
Feb

Real Exam: Tues 13th 
May 2025

Comp 2

Mock Exam: Mon 24th  
Feb

Real Exam: Tues 20th  
May 2025
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